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 The CMS Builder’s Club is 

selling St. Jude Wristbands 

 
 

• Material: Silicone rubber 
• Features the St. Jude tagline on outside "Finding cures. Saving 

children." 
• Includes the St. Jude logo and website address 
• One size fits most 
• 100 percent of the profits, after all related expenses, benefit St. Jude 

Children’s Research Hospital® 
 
Join the fight against childhood cancer and show 

the world with this wristband. 
 

Ask a Builder’s Club member for 
more details! 
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Changes In Society 
By: Mahima Bandi 

 
Our society continuously changes, every day, every hour, and maybe even every 
minute. Some changes are not as visible but others can be witnessed right in front of 
you. With Covid 19 cases rising, and lockdown times increasing, I am sure you would 
agree that our society has changed more than ever, in more ways than you can imagine. 
The COVID-19 pandemic has had far-reaching consequences beyond the spread of the 
disease itself and efforts to quarantine it. 
 
 Take the case of our economy, late last year we were booming and all of a 
sudden it’s almost lower than at the time of the Great Depression with unemployment 
increasing from 3.5% to 14.7%. In addition, small businesses are hit much harder as 
they have a much lower financial cushion. As the pandemic spreads, global conferences 
and events across technology, fashion, and sports are being cancelled or postponed. 
While the monetary impact on the travel and trade industry is yet to be estimated, it is 
likely to be in the billions and increasing. Another major change in our society is politics. 
We had our presidential election this year and that has changed. With the debates being 
with limited people and, the heaps of mail-in ballots everything seems different. This year 
Joe Biden has been projected to be the next United States president. With a new 
commander in chief our nation going to change with new rules, and restrictions.  
 
 As you can see our world has changed by leaps and bounds we are not the same 
society we used to be.  Even when the vaccine comes out for this terrifying virus, our 
world will not be the same. Some people might never be comfortable sitting right next to 
someone on an airplane. Others might not even want to make contact with other’s hands 
or give them hugs as we used to. Who can predict the future though? You will never 
know what the future holds for you. One thing is certain that Change is Constant and we 
as a society have to adapt continuously. 
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Teacher Interview: Mrs. Czepiel 
by Anasuya Jonnalagadda 

 
Q. How long were you a teacher here at CMS? 

A. For 15 years 
Q. What was the CRAZIEST thing that happened to you while you have been teaching in CMS? 
 A. We had some crazy experiments 
Q. What are you strengths as a teacher? 
 A. Work Hard-Work with a smile-Be happy 
Q. What are your weaknesses? 
 A. Keeping up with current events-The Dab, Rainbow Loom, Tik Toks, etc. 
Q. Why did you want to become a teacher? 
 A. I Worked for the Department of Environmental Protection, my job was to clean the 
beach with school groups. I had so much fun with them, and I wanted to become a teacher. 
Q. What did you like about teaching? 
 A. I love the cafeteria food 
Q. What did you find most frustrating about teaching? 
 A. Getting the Copy Machine to work. Technology Glitches. 
Q. Where do you see yourself in 5 years? 
 A. Visiting 5 more National Parks 
Q. How would you get your classroom ready for the first day of school? 
  A. Unpack supplies, set up Google Classroom, Clean Classroom, Read Rosters. 
Q. What do you love most about our school? 
 A. It’s like a second family. I love the Principals, Teachers, and Students. It’s a really 
comfortable place to be. 
Q. What was your passion to become a teacher? 
 A. I loved every Science course in High school, and in college. I had a real passion for 
science. 
Q. What are your thoughts about online school? 
 A. It can be a lot fun! More tools to use for school. 
Q. Are you doing anything different during Covid? If so, what? 
 A. I’m spending more time with my family. 
Q. What’s your opinion about distance learning? 
 A. We have to make it work. Students really are tech savvy. They’re really nice and helpful 
to each other. It’s good so far! 
Q. How would you create interest in the subject for the students? 
 A. We watch videos for demonstration, or use online simulations to mimic our science 
classes. 
 
 
 



 

 
 

  Erika’s Interviews 
 Do you want to know interesting facts about the teachers you love?  

If so, you’re in the right place! 
-Erika Grissom 

 
This Paper’s Interview:  

Mrs. Gillespie: (6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Italian Teacher) 

 
 
Q: How long have you been a teacher at CMS and is Italian the only subject you’ve taught? 
A: This is my 10th year teaching at CMS, and Italian is the only subject I’ve taught here. 
 
Q: What was going through your mind on your first day teaching at CMS? 
A: I was so nervous! I was also hoping everything would go well. Could I make friends? 
 
Q: Why or when did you realize you wanted to be a teacher, or what inspired you? 
A: I always wanted to teach. I also loved my school teachers in Livingston!  
 
Q: What is something you like about online teaching and learning, and what is something you 
don't like about it? 
A: We get to try new games, and there is good access to sites online. I don't like not seeing all of 
my students 
 
Q: What is your favorite thing about teaching? 
A: Seeing students fall in love with Italian 
 
Q: If you were to have a different job, what would you want to do? 
A: I would want to be a chef! 
 
Q: Is there anything new you have tried while being at home during quarantine? 
A: New recipes with my son Luca 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  

TJ Chronicles 
By Mahima Nadendla 

 
“Why do we have to be here?” moaned Jack. “This bag is so heavy!”  
 “Because, we have to figure out what is going on!” said Tori, frustrated. They had 

been trekking in the woods behind their house for what seemed like hours. See, the problem 
was that something had been haunting their house. There were noises in the middle of the 
night, boards being creaked, footsteps outside their bedrooms when they slept. And when 
they woke up, there were always muddy footprints outside their bedrooms. The footprints 
were nowhere else in the house.  Tori had gotten fed up with it. She needed to find out 
what was going on!  

Like her mother always said about her, “Once she wants to do something, she doesn’t 
give up ‘till the end.”  

Their parents were away on a business trip, going to salons and whatnot. So, Tori had 
taken the liberty of being the leader. But let's get back to the story.  

Suddenly, Jack’s stomach rumbled. “Tori”, he whined, “I’m really hungry. Can we have 
a break?”  

Tori turned around and looked at Jack. “Fine, but only for a few minutes.” They both 
found a nice, comfortable place and sat down. I’m glad we brought some food. Tori thought. 
She took the bag from Jack and opened it up. “Let’s see, we don’t want to eat too much 
because then if we keep walking, we won’t have anything to eat and will have to turn back…” 
Tori looked up, feeling something on her shoulder. It was Jack, sleeping. “Well,” Tori said 
softly, “I guess it is best to sleep for now.” She put the bag down and laid Jack on it. She 
put her head down and dozed off to sleep. 

“Tori.” someone said. Her dream self woke up, feeling scared. She was back inside 
her bedroom, on her bed. It was pitch black. She tried to stand up, but she couldn’t. It was 
like she was stuck on the bed. She looked around, trying to get her eyes adjust to the dark. 
She could see the outline of a figure in the dark, black room and...white eyes!?! The white 
eyes were so blinding against the pitch black room. “Tori,” the mysterious figure said again.  

“What?! I’m not afraid of you! Show yourself!” Tori said, covering her eyes against 
the bright light. She felt terrified.  

“Don’t be scared, child. You’ll see me soon. Very...soon.” And then the mysterious 
figure vanished. 

To be continued... 
 
 



 

 

 
	  

 Fall Festivals 

                                                          By: Dhara Patel   
Christmas, Halloween, Easter, and New Year’s. Just to name a few. 

Holidays are special for people for their religious reasons or just to 
enjoy it and bring people together. Think about this month, this month 
is to be thankful for something or someone. Now that you’ve thought 
about your special something or someone, I bet you know what we're 
talking about.  Yup you know it!, Thanksgiving. During Thanksgiving we 
have feasts, have fun, play games. Another holiday occurs this month, 
Diwali. Diwali comes in either October or November. This year it falls in 
November, November 14th to be exact! During Diwali we also have 
family gatherings, along with fireworks, wearing traditional clothing, 
sweets, gift exchanges and many other religious customs! All Holidays 
bring everyone together no matter which one we celebrate!   

 

 Thanksgiving   Picture 

                                       

                                                                  
 
 

 

Hope Everyone Has A Happy Thanksgiving And A 
Great Diwali! 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

 

 

Tips For How To Have A Good School Year 
By Nicholas Rice 
 
To have a good school year,  you need to keep some things in mind. 
 

1. Stay calm, If you get stressed, take a deep breath. 
 
2. Study.   If you want to not struggle, You may want to also start studying when you first learn 
the lesson.    Also, steer clear of distractions if you're virtual because, from my experience, I got more 
focused on my phone.  Please learn from me and move any distracting items away from your work 
area. 
 
3. Stay organized, and if you do not stay organized, it may be harder to find items in your 
bag/locker.   And if you're virtual, keep an organized desk. 
 
4. If you also are struggling, get help.  Your teachers will be happy to help if you're struggling. 
 
5.   Lastly,  If you’re feeling down, there are some very nice counselors at CMS.  They will help 
cheer you up if you’re feeling down.  From my experiences, the counselors (Like Mr. Hart) are 
really helpful.   And if you're virtual, why not try meeting with your counselor virtually.  And any 
other trusted adults if the counselor is not available. 
 
So, I hope these tips helped.   But backing up that last tip, the counselors can help you in 

certain situations.   
 
 



 

 

	  Spacex Jumping to the Future with the Second 
Manned Falcon 9 Mission 

 

 
Left: Mission Specialist Shannon Walker Right: Mission Specialist Soichi Noguchi Middle Left: Pilot Victor Grover Middle 

Right: Commander of Mission Mike Hopkins (Picture taken from Nasa website)  
 Spacex is a private rocket company that is devoted to one day colonizing Mars. The founder is 
Elon Musk, an entrepreneur that also runs the successful electric car company, Tesla. Spacex has 
become one of the most successful rocket companies in the past 5 years due to their production of the 
reusable rockets, which can launch and vertically land back on a landing pad like a spaceship. To back 
this up they create the sci-fi Dragon Capsule that looks like it came straight out of Star Wars. The duo 
is called the Falcon 9 Rocket. They also made matching suits. Compared to Nasa's launch suit, these 
look like they came from the future with the Falcon 9 rocket, due to the fact that they are one piece and 
not bulky. Now, Nasa had never collaborated with a private company until the #LaunchAmericaMission 
back in May, which launched astronauts from American soil after nearly a decade due to the end of the 
Space Shuttle Program. So, on 3:22 p.m. EDT on May 30, 2020 it was truly amazing to see Nasa 
astronauts Robert Behnken and Douglas Hurley lift off on the Falcon 9 Rocket heading for the ISS. 
After another successful supply mission to the ISS with the same rocket, NASA has successfully 
prepared for the 3rd mission with the Falcon 9 rocket, and the second manned mission with the Falcon 
9 Rocket, the Crew 1 Mission. There were more astronauts heading up on the self-landing rocket on 
November 14, 2020, 7:49 p.m EDT participating in the Crew 1 mission. They will join the astronauts 
from the #LaunchAmerica mission. On this mission will be Nasa’s Commander of Mission Mike 
Hopkins, Pilot Victor Grover, Mission Specialist Shannon Walker, and JAXA’s (Japanese Aerospace 
Exploration Agency) Mission Specialist Soichi Noguchi. The rocket is set to launch from Kennedy 
Space Center, Florida. It should have been streaming on Youtube. 
 
 By: Rithvik Sharma 
 



 

 

 

Virtual School  Tips And Tricks 

                    By Mona S.V 
Many of you are at home like me, and were not as good as technology now when you first started. But, 
here are tips and tricks with tech for a successful (virtual) school year! 

 
Tip one- The division sign 
I am sure many of you had to use the division sign, but did not have one on your keyboard and had to use the slash. I 
do not know if this trick works on everything, but it most definitely works on chromebook, probably the device most 
of us have. First, click Ctrl + Shift + u, and the u will be underlined. Then, type 00f7 and click the spacebar, and you 
will have a division sign. 
Tip two- Shortcuts 
You may already know these,  but just in case you don’t, there is a shortcut instead of right clicking and stuff. To 
copy, click Ctrl+C, to paste, Ctrl V, or Command C and Command V. To delete something, highlight the text, and click 
Ctrl+ X. 
Tip 3- Screenshoting 
Need to screenshot? On chromebook, press Ctrl+ Alt+ a symbol up top with a rectangle and two bars, press this 
combination for a full page screenshot, if you want to select, press Ctrl+Shift+ The symbol, and drag it to cover the 
parts you want to screenshot. On Mac, press shift+command+3 for the full page, and you can edit it or wait for it to 
save. For a portion of the screen, shift+command+4. Ipad, press the home button and the sleep/wake button, and 
same thing, you can edit the screenshot. On Windows, Press Windows+Shift+S keys.  
Google Doc and Slide Tricks  
Tip one- Special characters. 
This really is useful for Accents, Science, and equations. Just go to insert, Special characters, and choose.  
Tip two- Equations 
Go to insert, equations, and then you can insert the division, fraction, and more symbols. Your math teacher will be 
proud! 
Tip 3-Dragging images 
Tired of going to insert, image, then inserting a pic? Well, now, you can just search an image on google, and drag to 
the doc or slide! I find this faster, easier, and google search gives more variety then Search the web on slides and 
docs. 
Internet Problems?  
This is the one people need help at most, here is some advice. 
-Closing unwanted tabs 
- Restarting the device 
-Do not go too far away from your router 
-Refresh the page 
Well, hope all of these tips help you, bye!!!                         
 
 



 

 

 


